RESOLUTION 3.4

EDUCATION AND DISPLACED PEOPLE

Proposed by NASUWT/United Kingdom

Original language: English

Congress notes:

1. That of the world’s 51.2 million forcibly displaced people, half are below the age of 18 years;

2. That statistical data compiled by the UNHCR confirm that conflict and persecution forced an
average of 32,200 persons per day to leave their homes and seek protection elsewhere, either
within the borders of their countries or in other countries;

3. That developing countries host 86% of the world’s refugees and displaced people but often lack
the resources or infrastructure they need to meet their needs, including access to shelter, water,
food and clothing;

4. That displaced children are disproportionately at risk of forced labor, child marriage, sexual
exploitation, violence and recruitment by armed militia;

5. That many displaced children are denied access to even the most basic levels of education.
Congress further notes:

6. That more than 100 years ago, the Red Cross established the right to healthcare in conflict zones;
but the right of refugees to continue their education has yet to be won;

7. That national governments have the primary responsibility for ensuring children’s rights in
displacement;

8. That displacement can last for years or a lifetime. In many instances, children who are displaced
grow up without any education throughout their lives;

9. In a context where children are fleeing from conflict or natural disasters, education is too often
seen as a “luxury” and not as a priority for displaced children;

10. That the success of Education International’s Unite for Quality Education campaign depends upon
national and international efforts to protect the right to quality education for the world’s most
vulnerable children, including refugee and displaced children.

Congress believes:

11. That education is a human right that should be accessible to all people including those displaced
by conflict or natural disasters;

12. That national governments and the international community should be explicitly obliged to ensure
that this right is a reality for all children and young people;

13. That richer countries should contribute more to fulfill the spirit of their international commitments
and obligations to meeting the needs of refugee and displaced children, including through the
provision of access to education.



Congress resolves:

14.

15.

16.

17.

To continue to advance the ideals, aims and objectives of the EI Unite for Quality Education
campaign in the interests of refugee and displaced children;

To continue to provide support and assistance to member organisations in countries where there
are large numbers of refugees and displaced children;

To maintain pressure on national governments and on international institutions to prioritise
financial assistance for the education of refugees and internally displaced people;

To work with the UNHCR and other partner organisations to assist refugees in developing the
skills and knowledge they need to live healthy and productive lives, and to promote self-reliance
and sustainable peaceful coexistence.



